
THE end of each school year local schools invite their local Shriner to the
school to pick up the pull-tabs that the students have been collecting all
year. Two of these schools were from Billerica, the Locke Middle on the

left and Marshall Middle above. The students use this as community projects
as well as learning tools in the classroom. We thank all the students and fac-

ulty members who support this program which pro-
duces funds for the Aleppo Shriners children’s
Transportation Fund.
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Time flies when you’re having fun!!
January 28th, the day of our Installation and Ceremonial is clear-

ly in the rearview mirror as Aleppo approaches the halfway point in
the current Shrine year. It’s hard to believe that six months has gone
by since becoming Potentate and I have been serenaded at the recent
Imperial Session with Aleppo’s ode to the Potentate. It is true that
when you’re having fun, time seems to slip by almost unnoticed and
so far this year has been a lot of fun for me and the other Divan
Officers.

The 138th Imperial session was held in early July in Charlotte,
North Carolina. A 93 person strong contingent from Aleppo travelled
to Charlotte and enjoyed the southern hospitality the city had to
offer. It was a wonderful time and I think all who came enjoyed their time in Charlotte. A big
thank you to Chief Aide Roger Gardiner and Assistant Chief Aide John Gautreau who ran the
hospitality suite and made sure all of us were well taken care.   

While the Imperial Session is a vacation for some, there is serious Shrine business that is dis-
cussed and requires the attention of your elected Shrine Representatives. This year was no excep-
tion as there were several important pieces of legislation discussed and voted on. Some highlights
include, the issuance of a charter to the Agila Shriners of Mindanao, The Philippines and passage
of a by-law change that permits Shrine families to participate in civic parades with permission of
the Potentate.

The 34th edition of the Shriners All-Star Football Classic was a great success. Thank you to the
Nobles, volunteers and committee members who made this year’s Football Classic a hit.

I would like to extend a tip of the Potentate’s Fez to Nobles Hagop ‘Jack’ Demirdjian and Jim
Williams who recently stepped down from their appointments as Colonel and Lt. Colonel of the
Uniformed Units Staff. Both of these Nobles have served Aleppo for many years and we all wish
them the best in their future endeavors and look forward to continue to see them active and
around Aleppo.

The next Ceremonial will take place on November 10, 2012. Membership is a big part of our suc-
cess at Aleppo and we need to bring new Nobles into Aleppo. The Ceremonial is a great opportu-
nity to grow our ranks. If you know of someone who may want to join, make sure you get them an
application. If you need help speaking with a prospective new member, contact the Aleppo
Membership Committee and they will be more than happy to work with you. Better yet, bring
them to the upcoming Rockin’ Nobles night in October. It’s a great way to introduce a prospective
new member and his Lady to the Shrine.

Aleppo continues to strive and improve its communications with our members. Over the last
year or so we have established the ELeppo News which is a condensed electronic version of our
newspaper. You can keep abreast of what’s happening around Aleppo through your email InBox.
All you need to do is sign up by going to http://www.alepposhriners.com and clicking on the but-
ton. You can also sign up via text message. Send the word ALEPPOSHRINERS to 22828 and you
will be prompted to supply your email address and will be added to our list. Aleppo will not sell
or provide email addresses to any other parties so you don’t have to worry about getting unsolicit-
ed emails. You also may unsubscribe at anytime by following the link provided at the bottom of
each ELeppo News edition.

I hope everyone and their families have a happy and safe sum-
mer. Before we know it Fall will be here and we’ll be heading to
Bangor, ME for the Northeast Shrine Association Field Days and I
hope to see many of you there.  

My heartfelt thanks to those Nobles, Ladies, families and friends
who have worked so hard to make this year a success. Thank you
for making a difference in the lives of the children we serve and for
enriching my life as well. I look forward to continuing the work
we’ve started and wrapping up another great year at Aleppo.

Es Selamu Aleikum
Illustrious Peter A. Simmons
Potentate, Aleppo Temple – 2012
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5K NO WAY!


