
The success of the Somerville
Parade convinced us to continue
using our new head pieces for the
Wilmington, MA Memorial Day
Parade on May 28, 2012 as well.
Again, a modest (there were numer-
ous conflicts during the early part of
the parading season, which we
worked around) turnout of Members
showed up for the day including Steve
Cappers who traditionally does this
Parade with us. Our performance for
the Parade was stellar once again and
the crowd enthusiastically favorably
responded to our new presence but
other things really overshadowed the
performance and were the highlights
of the day. When we arrived at the
assembly area our float was nowhere
to be seen. A few telephone calls later
yielded the information that our driv-
er for the day had overslept so the
scrambling commenced to find a sub-
stitute. We were fortunate to find
another driver and we thank every-
one who assisted us in doing so. With
the need for a new driver, the float
arrived at the assembly area very
late. We were still unloading the float
and setting things up as the Parade
started passing us by. Eventually all
was set up and we managed to get
ourselves into the Parade, but much
farther back than we usually are.

Nonetheless, we were happy to be
part of the Parade... until we failed to
negotiate a turn and took down a
light pole. It was a sight to see and a
first for us! Despite the embarrass-
ment and some minor bruises, we did
manage to make it through the rest of
Parade in relatively good shape and
the incident did nothing to diminish
our performance for the day which
was appreciated by all. We are cur-
rently debating whether, under the
Leave No Child Behind Act, we are
now required to leave no light pole
standing - it is a tempting prospect!
And, if we are so required, are we lim-
ited to only one light pole per parade
- think of the energy that can be con-
served! We once, again, also extend
appreciation to Wilmington for put-
ting up with us during the rest of the
year as well. 

On June 2, 2012 a sparse number of
Members participated in the Aleppo
Ceremonial for the day as a variety of
occurrences conspired to keep a num-
ber of Members away. Though the
Members that did attend were well
received and performed admirably for
the First Section of the Ceremonial,
there was an inadequate number to
participate in the afternoon Parade
and Review - this was another first
for us and something that we hope to
not repeat.

On June 9, 2012 a good sized band
participated in the Milton, MA 350th
Anniversary Parade and it was well
received by an enthusiastic audience.
Steve Cappers, who used to live in
Milton prior to moving to Maine,
made it a point to join us for this
event. Steve always adds a little extra
something when he attends one of our
events and the Milton Parade was no
exception. Despite the length of the
Parade, this event was well planned
and well executed and anyone who
had anything to do with it should be
commended. The crowd was also
great and it really was one of the best
new Parades that we have experi-
enced in a while. Despite the fact that
it is an election year, few politicians
were to be seen and that also made
this an enjoyable Parade. We are
looking forward to being invited back
for the Milton 375th and 400th
Anniversary Parades. 

Band member, Al Richards was
on leave as he attended to some
health issues for himself and his love-
ly wife, Eleanor. We wish them both
the very best.

Rumor has it that band member,
Robert Johnston, has retired from
the band. Well, it is a simple as this -
no one retires from the band! So
much for the rumor. Bob, nonethe-
less, is on extended leave or sabbati-
cal though we still do hope to see him
once in a while. In the meantime, we
also wish him and his charming wife,
Claire, the best. 

As promised, things have picked up
for the band. Nonetheless, the gates
to our oasis remain open to heartily
and warmly receive any Nobles who,
in their deserts of indecision, are
searching for a Unit to join. In return
for a lifetime commitment of yourself
to the band we offer an experience of
fun and camaraderie that cannot be
matched anyplace else. Come by and
see what it is all about.

In the meantime, please be remind-
ed that the most current band news
may be found at our website which is
frequently updated and which is
located at:

SHALOM,
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FRONT (L TO R): JACK ZIMMERMAN AND BOB HALEY
REAR (L TO R): GEORGE RIVERS (INSPECTING AND
APPROVING NEW UNIFORMS) AND CHARLIE RIVERS

FRONT (L TO R): JON LAPOMARDO, JACK ZIMMERMAN
(IN BACKGROUND), AND BOB HALEY

REAR (L TO R): GEORGE RIVERS AND CHARLIE RIVERS

ERIC HOLT PREPARING FOR THE SOMERVILLE PARADE

JIM HARVEY GREETING THE CROWD PRIOR TO THE
SOMERVILLE PARADE

JOHN M. McLellan, a lifelong resi-
dent of Lowell, died May 12, 2012, at
his home, his loving family by his

side, aged 51 years. He was the beloved
husband of Linda A. (Allwood)
McLellan, with whom he shared 30 years

of marriage.
Born in Lowell, May 31, 1960, a son of

George McLellan of Port Richey, Florida
and Mary (Coomas) McLellan of Lowell. He

received his early education in the Lowell school sys-
tem and graduated from Greater Lowell Vocational High School with the Class
of 1980. He furthered his education at Middlesex Community College with a
focus on substance abuse counseling.

John met Linda while at the Lowell Voke; they married on May 8, 1982, and
settled in Lowell to raise their family.

Mr. McLellan became associated with Solomon Mental Health as a sub-
stance abuse counselor, and continued his counseling career at the E. N.
Rogers V. A. Hospital in Bedford, until illness forced his retirement. He was a
dedicated, gifted counselor who loved his life’s work, and by following his true
calling, enriched many lives along the way.

He enlisted in the U. S. Navy on June 17, 1980, serving aboard the USS Fort
Snelling, as a Petty Officer Third
Class, during the Lebanon and
Grenada campaigns. He received
the Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon, Navy Unit
Commendation with one Bronze
Star, Armed Forces  Expedition -
ary Medal with one Bronze Star,
and the Navy Expeditionary
Medal with one Bronze Star. He
was a member of the Order of the
Bluenose. He was honorably dis-
charged on January 13, 1984.

John was a member of the
William North Masonic Lodge,
AF & AM, in Lowell.  He was a
32nd Degree Mason with Scottish
Rite, Valley of Lowell, and a
member of the Aleppo Shrine of
Wilmington and a Lieutenant in the Aleppo Fire Brigade, where he volun-
teered on the weekends. He loved his fellow brethren and he loved his country.

Besides his devoted wife Linda, he is survived by four cherished daughters,
Amanda K. McLellan, Mary Ann L. McLellan, Megan C. McLellan, and
Jessica M. McLellan, all of Lowell. A grandson, Jesus A. McLellan of
Lowell. Two brothers, James Clement, and Robert McLellan and his wife
Colleen, all of Lowell. A father-in-law, John Allwood of Lowell. He was the
brother of the late Richard McLellan and son-in-law of the late Claudette
Allwood.

Noble Lieutenant John will be greatly missed by the Aleppo Fire Brigade.

By RICK BARTLETT
CAPTAIN
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