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WHILE on a sales call one day, Noble Tony Anastasi was talking with
Neyda Nieves who is the Health Club Manager at  DoubleTree by
Hilton Hotel Boston - Bedford Glen on Middlesex Turnpike in

Bedford, MA. 
After taking care of the business details, Tony noticed a waste basket with

the aluminum lids from tennis ball cans.
He then asked Neyda if she would be interested in helping the Shriners of

Aleppo by saving the lids. Neyda asked Tony what the Shriners did and after
learning how the Pull-Tab Program helps the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund she was happy to help.

Every other month or so Neyda would call or email Tony saying that she had
a bag of tennis can lids ready to help the cause. Tony would swing by to chat
and pick them up then drop them at Aleppo when he came to help the
Craftsmen Unit on Tuesday mornings.

One day Tony told Noble Paul Agostino about the support Neyda and the
hotel were providing and he mentioned that we should recognize them with a
certificate of appreciation. Armed with the certificate the two Nobles went to
the hotel to present it.

After taking the pictures Paul and Tony explained to all the Ladies how the
Shriners Hospitals and the Aleppo Transportation Fund help children from
around the world to be treated for burn related injuries as well as cleft lip and
palate and how these hospitals are actively involved in research, and that
many of the advances in
burn care have been the
result of Shrine investiga-
tions.

They were truly
impressed and talked of
possibly having us do a
presentation to staff
members to get other
parts of the Hotel
involved to save tabs and
maybe the whole can as a
community support proj-
ect.

If you have any contacts
at a tennis club or hotel,
please make an effort to
see if you can get them on
board to help the Aleppo
Shriners Children’s
Transportation fund.

FAIRHAVEN Father and son duo Matt and
Rick Brodeur recently turned in 1,839
pounds of aluminum pull-tabs (and 55 pounds

of steel pull-tabs) and received A check for
$1,475.05, which they will present to the Shrine
Club of Southeastern Mass at their September
meeting. The proceeds will be used to benefit the
Aleppo Shriners Patient Transportation Fund
which provides free transportation to the Shriners
Hospitals from anywhere in the world to children
and their families.  

Matt is currently serving as the Club President
and his father Rick is the Club Chaplain, and they
both have been active in the club for several years
now helping with various philanthropic projects
sponsored by the Shrine Club. The Shrine Club of
S.E. Mass was founded in 1927 as the local chapter
of Shriners International and sponsors many char-
itable endeavors including supporting the Shriners
Hospitals, collecting eyeglasses for the Lions Clubs,
and helping to collect and retire worn American
flags. 

Shriners International is a fraternity with over
340,000 members worldwide based on fun, fellow-
ship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love,
truth, and relief (because all Shriners must first be
Freemasons). Shriners are a premier fraternal
organization for men of good character and their
purpose is to gather for fun and fellowship.
Moreover, they foster self-improvement through
leadership, education, and community involve-

ment. Finally, and most importantly, Shriners
serve humanity through their official philanthropy,
the Shriners Hospitals for Children®.

Shriners Hospitals for Children are a network of
22 specialty pediatric hospitals, which provide
world-class care to children up to 18 in the fields of
burn injury care, treatment of orthopedic condi-
tions, spinal cord injury care and rehabilitation
and, cleft lip and palette care regardless of a
patient's ability to pay or relationship to a Shriner.
Moreover, Shriners Hospitals have made many
medical breakthroughs in new techniques for treat-
ing children with the various conditions that they
provide treatment for which have been adopted as
standard medical practices.

Many ask why they collect tabs instead of the
whole can, and Matt explained that the Shriners
collect pull-tabs for several reasons. First, it allows
others to help without additional cost to them.
Second, because it allows people to help while keep-
ing the can, which they can still turn back in to
recover the full redemption fee. Third, by recycling
the aluminum, the Shriner’s are being environmen-
tally friendly (It requires approximately 15% of the
energy to recycle the already refined aluminum
rather than mine new aluminum). Most important-
ly, it also is another way to help kids receive world
class-care at the Shriner’s Hospitals for Children®.
The Aleppo Shriner’s (the parent organization of
the Shrine Club of Southeastern Mass and 1 of the
194 "regional" chapters of the Shriners
International Fraternity) have collected over 15
tons of pull-tabs to provide transportation to the
Shriner’s Hospitals. The Shrine Club of
Southeastern Mass recently submitted over 2 1/2
tons (about 5.8 million pull-tabs) to be recycled.

Matt and Rick collected these pull-tabs from the
80+ locations that they have setup throughout
southeastern Mass where members of the public
can drop them off. (visit www.shriners22.org to find
a location near you) Each month, Rick and Matt,
and several youth members of the Boy Scout Troop
7 New Bedford (which they are also volunteers) use
magnets to separate steel- tabs and other items
including paper clips, money, and nuts and bolts, so
the aluminum tabs can be turned in for their value
(by weight) which is based market value of alu-

minum.
The members and officers of the Shrine Club of

S.E. Mass appreciate the continued cooperation
from the public by dropping off pull-tabs at any of
the locations listed on their website www.shriners
22.org keyword: pull-tabs. “This is a fun and easy
service project for youth groups, community organ-
izations, and senior citizens, because it doesn’t cost
anything extra, it’s easy to do, it teaches them
about the importance of giving back and recycling.”
Rick explained proudly.

Members of the Shrine Club of Southeastern
Mass hope that with the support of the community,
they can continue to assure that children from all
over the world will receive the care they need
regardless of their financial need or relationship to
a Shriner. For more information about the Shrine
Club of Southeastern Mass and the Shriners
Hospitals for Children® go to www.shriners22.com,
or call 774 263 5018. You can also email your ques-
tions to info@shriners22.org.

Local Shriners Collect 1800 Lbs. of Pull-Tabs
By GORDON HELME
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Tennis Lids for
Transportation Fund

From left to right are: Susan Horrigan, HR
Director; Neyda Nieves, Health Club
Supervisor; Noble Tony Anastasi; and
Darlene Lafferty, Housekeeping Manager.

THE Girl Scout Troop 60686 from Lynnfield, MA did it again! Their
second trip to the Aleppo Shriners to drop off pull-tabs far outdid
last year with just under 100 pounds of tabs (doubling the 50

pounds last year). They plan on doing it again and vow that they will sur-
pass this years if they do it by doubling this years that’s 200 pounds! We
can’t wait to see what they bring!

From left to right are (back
row): Illustrious Peter A.
Simmons, Isabella
Ricciardi, Ariana
Prestia, Jennie
Meagher, Caitlyn
Leonard. (front row):
Isabella Gioia, Gianna
Gioia, Devin Rich. The
troop Leaders are Joanne
Gioia and Tara Rich.

Troop 60686 Do It Again!


