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E a clown, be a clown, all the world loves a clown. These words from a
Cole Porter song are familiar to many of us and they have always been
true. Being a clown, particularly a Shrine Clown is a wonderful thing.

And here at Aleppo Shrine Center, the Clowns Unit will help you become a
clown if that’s what you want.

The Aleppo Clowns Unit is similar to a lot of other organizations who are
recruiting members. Quite simply, the Aleppo Clowns are looking for a few
good men. So, if you’re interested in trying something new, something different
and something fun, why don’t you think about clowning?

Clowning has been an honorable art for thousands of years. From my own
perspective, clowning has been one of the most rewarding things I’ve ever done.
The way I see it, clowning is a way to provide an escape for my audience. This
escape allows my audience to momentarily forget their personal problems or
difficulties and have some laughter and some fun. When I connect with my
audience, I can see it in their eyes and I feel their joy from their smiles. How
honorable and wonderful is that?

Clowning at Aleppo is certainly a lot of fun, and it is also a bit of work.
Joining the unit is easy. Simply fill out an application, meet with their Board
of Directors to discuss the details, and you’re on your way. Next, attend the
training classes given by members of the Aleppo Clowns Unit and learn the
tricks of the trade. The classes teach make-up design and application, costum-
ing, balloon twisting, magic, props, skits, parade gimmicks, and more.

Clowns are also known as “Joeys,” in reference to Joseph Grimaldi who was
a harlequin or whiteface clown in the early 1800’s. Grimaldi performed pan-
tomime and was considered the most famous and most popular of his era, and
ever since then, he’s fondly remembered in entertainment circles. Charles
Dickens put Grimaldi’s memoirs in order and said of him, “The clown left the

“Be a Clown, Be a Clown”
All the World Loves a Clown
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HRINERS Hospitals for Children is a one-of-
a-kind international health care system of 22
hospitals dedicated to improving the lives of

children by providing pediatric specialty care, inno-
vative research and outstanding teaching pro-
grams. Children up to age 18 with orthopaedic con-
ditions, burns, spinal cord injuries and cleft lip and
palate are eligible for care and receive all services
in a family centered environment at no charge
regardless of income or insurance status.

Two of the 22 hospitals are located in
Massachusetts and provide services to children
from all over New England and beyond. The
Shriners Hospital in Springfield provides

orthopaedic care to children with problems of the
bones, muscles and joints. It is conveniently located
just minutes from the Connecticut border at the
crossroads of Interstate 91 and the Mass Pike. The
Shriners Hospital in Boston is a premier pediatric
burns facility providing comprehensive acute,
reconstructive and rehabilitative care to children
with burn injuries. Conveniently located off of
Route 93, the Boston hospital is affiliated with
Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard
Medical School. Both hospitals provide inpatient
and outpatient care to thousands of children each
year.

(reprinted from Hospital Newspaper, June 2008)

T is often said that the residents of Overlook are those Masons to whom
we owe the current existence of the Fraternity. This is true. However, the
implication is that these men are finished being active members of the

Masonic community, but nothing could be farther from the truth, as the follow-
ing example will show.

The chairs at the Shriners Hospital in Boston were in rough shape after
years of heavy use. They were worn out and in dire need of refinishing. Nobles

Overlook Answers Call
Rocks Out for Shriners Hospital Boston

I
By MARK STOUGHT

S

Boston and Springfield
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