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Ceremonial
IKE many of you, I’ve been a Shriner for a few years. In my case,
though, I really do mean a few years; I’m only on my third member-
ship card. I also freely admit that I have not gone to every Ceremonial

at the Auditorium in that time. If I recall correctly, the last Ceremonial I
attended was the one where the Arch Degree was performed. Therefore, I
decided that I really should get to a Ceremonial, so I went.

I attended the Oktoberfest Ceremonial on October 4, and I am very glad I
did. When I go places, I always seem to run into old acquaintances, and I
always seem to meet new ones. For example, I showed up early and bumped
into Nils Nordberg, who was setting up the sound board for the Chanters
in the Fez Room. Having dealt with sound equipment in the past, I got into
a conversation with him, and ended up agreeing to help the Chanters out
with parades and sound when I could. I saw Bob Tibbetts, our Director of
Volunteer Services at the Boston Shriners Hospital, and gave him a hand
with setting up the DVD player for our new Shriners Hospital DVD. In my
travels, I also encountered Curt Nitzsche and Mike Segal from the
Hillbillies, and stopped in the administration office upstairs to say hi to
Maribel DeLuca and Sheila Bissett. I also stopped in to say hi to our
Recorder and Past Potentate, Peter Stone. 

Later in the day, I ran into Don Petterson, Fred Goodwin, and Bob
Brown, who serve as aides and whom I know from my Royal Arch Chapter.
I saw Noble Kenny Lovelace, whom I first met at Lodge of Instruction
when we became Masons. I met many men from my Blue Lodge District who
became Shriners that day, such as Ray Forslund, whom I instructed at
Lodge of Instrucion and later trained as an instructor himself. I talked with
Leon Golden (whom everyone knows), and he filled me in on his latest
plans on canning. I bumped into my Aleepo News colleagues Hermes
Boyatis, and our intrepid photographer Skip Trahey. I am relatively cer-
tain I saw Savvas Fotiadis, President of the Worcester County Shrine
Club, and I also chatted with Nobles Gary Olson and Geoff Trainor whom
I know from York Rite.

At other various times of the day, I talked with Past Potentate Alex
Campbell of the Pipe Band, Assistant Rabban Jeff Arnold (who is also a
Hillbilly member and a good photographer in his own right), Dennis
Reebel (who can be found at Masonic functions anywhere in the
Commonwealth), and our current Potentate, Stephen G. Eriksen (who was
a Hillbilly before he was a Potentate). I ran into our Recorder Emeritus,
Harvey Waugh, and asked him about what he was doing to keep himself
busy. He told me he still enjoys the paper, as well, so we must be doing some-
thing right. I should also mention Mark Norton (Captain of the
Transportation Unit), Fred Santosuosso and David Raymond from the
Director’s Staff, Ernie “Rollo” Pearlstein (the clown extraordinaire who
needs no introduction), 1st Ceremonial Master Dick Doherty (who was also
my former District Deputy), and current Oriental Guide, Peter Simmons,
as well as our honored guest, the Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts,
MW Roger W. Pageau, along with his Marshal, RW Dick Stewart.

So, am I namedropping just to show who I know? Not at all. If you noticed,
I said something about every one of the people I mentioned, because I know
something about all of these men. They aren’t just names; they are my fel-
low Nobles and friends. Ceremonials are places to meet new people just like
yourself – dedicated Shriners and good men. It’s a place to reconnect with
friends whom you might not otherwise have seen. Yes, the Ceremonial is
about pageantry, but it’s also about camaraderie, which is one of the funda-
mental principles of all of Freemasonry. I think the same thing about Grand
Lodge Quarterlies: yes, there is business to be transacted, but it’s about the
only time I get to see those Masons I know from out in the Pioneer Valley
and find out what’s new with them. I went to Quarterly when I was a Junior
Deacon just for the experience, and I continued to go even when I didn’t have
to, and I still go now that I must go, because I know that there will always
be someone there I know. So, I urge you all to do yourselves a favor: Get to
a Ceremonial! Bring friends, or make some when you get there; you’ll be bet-
ter off for it.

The Ceremonial Experience
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