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MEMBERS OF THE ORIENTAL BAND posed with Aleppo Potentate
Illustrious Stephen G. Eriksen at the Northeast Shrine Association
Field Days showing off their recently won trophies. Members of the band
include: Jim Harvey, Russ Stouffer, Rick Lemerise, Al Richards,
Maurice Kipnis, Eric Holt, John Kelley, Lester Oshry, Arthur
Fink, Robert S. Johnson (Director), Arron Budnitz, Thomas Short,
Earl T. Spicer, Robert Haley, and Jack Zimmerman.

Aleppo Clowns Group shot at the Northeast Shrine Association
Field Days in Manchester, NH.

E may not be the next Picasso, but his art has
been published…and at age seven. 

The young budding artist’s name is
Michael Williams. 

A former patient at Shriners Hospitals for Children
Houston, Michael was one of 200 winners in an art
contest hosted by the
American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons. 

Winners had their
work published in the
book “e-Motion Pictures:
An Exhibition of Ortho-
paedics in Art.” The con-
test was open to all chil-
dren and adults who
have battled an orthopaedic condition. 

Michael qualified for the contest because he was
born with Blount’s disease. The condition results in
abnormal growth of the shinbone, causing a bow-
legged appearance. 

Blount’s disease made it difficult for him to run and
play sports with the rest of his friends. Soon, it
became clear Michael needed treatment while he was
still young; otherwise, he would risk a lifelong defor-
mity. 

His parents took him to the Houston Shriners
Hospital where he received the highest quality of
care. Doctors successfully operated on both of his
legs. In no time, this energetic boy was back to his old
self. 

Coincidentally, it was during one of his post-opera-
tion checkups Michael received encouragement to try
his hand at art.

At the suggestion of Rebecca Hickey, a child life
specialist at the Shriners Hospital in Houston,
Michael created a drawing. It was that very drawing
that won him a blue ribbon and a $500 prize!

Now that he's healthy, Michael uses his free time to
do the things he loves, including sports, studying sci-
ence and spending time outdoors with his grandfa-
ther. 

This fall, he hopes to be the water boy for the local
high school football team. Of course, once he’s older,
he dreams of playing and starring for them. 

The only time he goes back to Shriners Hospital
these days is for the occasional book signing, which
the hospital staff arranged for him in recognition of
his artistic achievement. 

“He felt like a superstar,” his mother Amanda said
in a recent newspaper article. “It really boosted his
ego.”

From Shriners to
the Guggenheim?
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