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GARDNER, MA – As a member of the Gardner Shrine Club, I am
proud to announce that we have changed our schedule. We are holding
monthly meetings at Hope Lodge, 42 Central Street, Gardner,
Massachusetts, 01440, on the second Monday of every month at 7:00
pm. The meetings will be in the Shrine Room on the lower level. Come
on down and see us!  

All Shriners and those who qualify and would like to be a Shriner are
more than welcome to join us. We have had some candidates for the past
couple of Ceremonials, and can use more. Please support our newest
members and attend the Ceremonials as well as the Shrine Club meet-
ings.  

If you do not think you qualify, stop in anyway and we will let you
know if you do.

We have the opportunity to become the third largest Shrine Club in
Massachusetts and with your help and participation it will happen.

All the children depend upon us adults to keep them safe and whole.
And that is our mission in supporting the hospitals and community.

Gardner Shrine Club
We are here!!

In numbers stronger than ever and growing!
By JON M. BOWDOIN

Raffle Tickets for this quilt are available
from Karen Simmons or Pat Rust.
Tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5.00. The
drawing will be held at the Aleppo
Ceremonial on November 10, 2012.
Proceeds will benefit the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Trans  portation Fund in memory
of Cheryl Campbell and Rodney Rust.

Quilt Raffle

Shriners Hospitals for Children® provides treatment for all types and levels
of scoliosis, a musculoskeletal disorder that causes an abnormal curve of the
spine. Our pediatric orthopaedic surgeons are especially skilled and able to pro-
vide care to children needing complex surgeries to correct their scoliosis. One
patient receiving expert care from Shriners Hospitals for Children for this con-
dition is Camille Tharpe from Shreveport, LA.

WHEN Camille was first diagnosed with scoliosis at age 10, the realities
of how treatment might affect her seemed to be a distant issue. On the
verge of entering the challenging social constructs of preteen life, she

approached her condition with a cautious, yet optimistic, outlook.
Upon her first visit to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Shreveport,

Camille’s medical team began monitoring the development of her spine. While
initial visits yielded positive results, later examinations indicated movement
and changes consistent with additional curvature in her spine. Camille was

informed she
would require a
back brace run-
ning from her hips
to her shoulders to
prevent further
curvature.

“My reaction
was kind of what
other preteen or
teenagers’ reac-
tions would be –
absolutely terri-
fied,” she said.
According to
Anthony Sin,
M.D., a neurosur-
geon providing
spine care at
Shriners Hospitals
for Children —
Shreveport, con-
cerns about physi-
cal appearance are
common among
those undergoing
care for scoliosis.

LOOKING FOR SUPPORT
Immediately after learning she would require a brace, Camille and her

mother, Christine, searched for support outlets online. Their search led them
to Curvy Girls, a national scoliosis support group founded by Long Island
teenager and scoliosis patient Leah Stoltz. By that evening, Camille had spo-
ken with Stoltz on the phone, and her focus had already begun to change
toward the positive.

“That was a total turnaround moment and she was ready to embrace wear-
ing her brace after that phone call,” Christine said. “Girls need to have some-
one they can talk to about wearing a back brace 23 hours a day, the clothes you
wear with a brace and how to just get through the day.”

With the support of the national organization, Camille set out this past sum-
mer to form the first Curvy Girls chapter in Louisiana. Through fliers, media
appearances and promotion to local physicians’ offices, Camille generated
enough interest to host her first local Curvy Girls meeting.

Attended by local scoliosis patients and several parents, the inaugural meet-
ing had an important impact on
Camille.

“The major thing I took away from
our first meeting is that I’m helping
these girls, but they’re helping me so
much and they’re encouraging me to be
braver and more open,” said Camille.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is
pleased to be able to help children with
scoliosis, and proud to see our patients
giving back to others.

Patient Creates Local Support through “Curvy Girls”

Camille Tharpe, a patient at Shriners
Hospitals for Children — Shreveport, found-
ed the first Curvy Girls support group in
Louisiana.


