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AS summer ends and fall begins, the sports
seasons also change. The Shriners fraternity
presents and participates in a range of sport-

ing events that benefit our philanthropy, Shriners
Hospitals for Children®, including approximately
35 regional football games and a wealth of addition-
al sporting events throughout the country. If there
is one near you, please help support and promote
the event. Please also remember to work with the
public relations director at the hospital in your area
on appropriate events.

We can also look forward to being part of our two
national signature events, the Shriners Hospitals
for Children Open and the East-West Shrine
Game®. This past month, the Open was featured in
the Las Vegas Sun. Adam Sperling, tournament

director, shared information on
the weeklong event, which will
be held Oct. 14-20, and is now
part of the PGA TOUR’s
FedExCup Regular Season.
There are many opportunities
for our nobles, ladies and fami-
lies to participate in tournament
activities. Please encourage your
temples to check out all the
details, which can be found on
Shriners Village (shrinersvil-
lage. com) and on the tourna-
ment website (shrinershospital-
sopen.com).

The 89th East-West Shrine
Game, the longest-running col-
lege all-star football game in the
country, is also coming up soon.
Tickets for the game, slated for
Jan. 18, 2014, in St. Petersburg,
Fla., are on sale now. We would
like to see as many Shriners as possible in the
stands; a premium reserved ticket package is avail-
able to members of the fraternity and their guests.
Please visit shrinegame.com for more information. 

As we work together to promote our organiza-
tions and events – both nationally and locally –
remember to provide the latest information avail-
able, and to be mindful of word choices surrounding
our fraternity and health care system, such as the
importance of not using the phrase “free care.” We
will be much more effective in raising both aware-
ness and understanding of our organizations if we
speak with “one voice.”

Our Shriners are our strongest asset for increas-
ing both awareness and membership. These two
goals need to be a constant priority for both individ-
ual Shriners and temples. To encourage this,
Imperial Potentate John A. Cinotto has
announced the creation of the Red Skelton Shriners

Community Awareness Award
to recognize those temples whose
members have effectively raised
awareness in their local commu-
nities.

Information concerning the
award and registration will be
available on Shriners Village
(shrinersvillage.com) on approxi-
mately Sept. 1, 2013, with the
first award presentation at the
2014 Imperial Session in
Minneapolis. This award, in con-
junction with the newly imple-
mented Pace Program: Setting
the Pace for a Strong Future will
strengthen our focus on increas-
ing membership across the
organization.

We are all part of two extreme-
ly large organizations.
Therefore, it is crucial that we

remain connected with one another for many rea-
sons, including being able to share information
accurately and efficiently, and to work together
effectively. Please encourage your members to par-
ticipate in Shriners Village and become familiar
with our other sites, such as shrinersinternation-
al.com and beashrinernow.com. In addition, I’d also
like to request that everyone take a moment to con-
sider supporting the various national fundraising
efforts, including First Lady Margaret Cinotto’s
program, The Magic of Movement and Our Stories,
a new inspirational book highlighting those con-
nected to Shriners Hospitals for Children and
Shriners International.

I’m honored to serve as your chairman and am
looking forward to working with you during this
Imperial Year. Together, we can help ensure that
our fraternity continues to be a leader in both phi-
lanthropy and brotherhood.

Public Relations – Greetings Fellow Nobles,

DALE W. STAUSS
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

AND DEPUTY IMPERIAL POTENTATE.

BACK in 1872, when the Shriners fraterni-
ty was established, it made perfect sense
to emphasize the middle-Eastern motif of

the organization by naming it the Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

While the fraternity is still based on fun, fel-
lowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly
love, relief and truth, neither that tongue-twist-
ing formal name – nor even the more common-
lyused name of Shriners of North America – fit
the organization today.

Today, there are active members of the frater-
nity located around the world, and an increasing
effort to reach and recruit new members on an
international scale. It is important they be
acknowledged in the name of the organization.

Consequently, at the 2010 Imperial Session in
Toronto a resolution was passed to officially
replace the corporate name, The Imperial
Council of the Ancient Arabic Order of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North America.
The resolution also stated that Shriners
International should replace the name or any
abbreviated versions of it (such as Shriners of
North America). Nobles are encouraged to use
Shriners International when referring to the
fraternity, both in speech and in any temple
publications they produce.

Also, just as a reminder, at the 2002 Imperial
Session, a proposal to replace the word ‘temple’
with the word ‘Shriners,’ when the term is used
as a proper name for a group of nobles was
passed. For example, Mecca Temple is now
Mecca Shriners. The word temple can still be
used to designate general groups of Shriners, or
the building where Shriners often gather. For
example, there are now 195 temples located in
the U.S., Canada, Mexico, the Republic of
Panama, Philippines and Germany. There are
also affiliated clubs located around the world.

Whether we are attracting interest and mem-
bers globally or locally, we want to be sure we
make it as easy as possible for potential
Shriners to understand who we are and what we
do. Therefore, it was also decided that when
speaking to or providing materials for non-
Shriners, it is fine to refer to a temple with a sec-
ondary references of ‘chapter’, which is also a
clear indication that we are a fraternity.

All of these changes are part of an overarching
effort to increase membership by using terms
people everywhere can understand, accept and
respond to in a positive way. Additional efforts
include the website beashrinernow.com, which
is specifically for potential new members.

The future of the fraternity depends on
increasing membership. While these efforts are
important, it is equally critical for every Shriner
to be willing to share his interest in and commit-
ment to the fraternity with those around him.
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