
“To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on
Masons, who profess to be linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere
affection.”

You never know how the actions
of today can affect tomorrow.

It all began in 2003 when a con-
cerned grandmother, an employee at
Wachusett Mountain, sought out the
assistance of a Shriner she knew. Her
grandson was struggling with mobility
issues in his right arm and leg, a condi-
tion brought about by the Cerebral
Palsy he had suffered from since birth. 

Could the Shriners possibly help her thirteen-year-old grandson?
After an application and sponsorship process, this child was accepted for

assistance at the Shriner’s Hospital for Children in Springfield, MA. He was
operated on in 2005 and today has the mobility necessary to live a happy, full,
and productive life. His gratitude is boundless and he wants to give back in
some way.  

That child, Sean Gary Blanchard, a beneficiary of Shriner medical assis-
tance nine short years ago, was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason
on Friday, June 13, 2014. He is twenty-seven years old and now a “worthy and
well qualified” brother in good standing at Charles W. Moore Lodge in
Fitchburg.

His special night began with little fanfare at 6:00 PM, with a big surprise to
come just a few hours later. The regular officers of Charles W. Moore Lodge
performed the first half, with assistance from Wor. Malcolm Burdine (SW)
and Wor. Ken Ruel, who did his usual outstanding job with ritual and the
obligation. 

Brother John Kenneth DuPont, who showed true Masonic character
throughout the ceremony, was also raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason and is expected to be a tremendous asset to the lodge in the years to
come. 

The lodge was put at ease at 7:05 PM for the din-
ner break. The meal, in true Charles W. Moore
fashion, was a feast consisting of ravioli, sausages,
meatballs, homemade macaroni and cheese, salad,
and Italian bread prepared by the Junior Warden,
Brother Kevin Flynn, who was recently elected
as the incoming Worshipful Master of Charles W.
Moore Lodge for 2014-2015.

It was after dinner that things got interesting.
The Aleppo Shrine Degree Team, much to Sean’s
surprise, performed the second half of the degree.
RW Harlan Woods (Master), RW Jay Jolicoeur
(Master/Emblems), RW David Raymond (SW),
RW Ken Pfeiffer (JW), and Wor. Bruce Parker
(SD) were a part of it.

Also present from Aleppo were RW Ken
Sprague (Marshal), Bro. Steven Bracket (Secretary), Wor. Dennis
Gibbons (JD), Bro. Ted Polonsky (Chaplain), Carl Wickstrom (Organist),
Bro. Ed Kelly (SS), RW Earl Cole (JS), RW Dennis Reebel (Ruffian 1), RW
Ken Pfeiffer (Ruffian 2), and RW Jeffrey Arnold (Ruffian 3). 

All totaled, sixty-five Masons showed up for this very special third degree.
The night was clear and warm, the moon was full, and the power, fraternity,
and brotherly love of our fellowship were on full display. The entire evening

was a reminder for us all of why we do
what we do. It was also an impressive
entry into Masonry for two young men
who will help pave the road to our future.

Gloria Blanchard, Sean’s grandmoth-
er who sought assistance for him ten
years ago, unfortunately did not live to
see him raised as a Master Mason; but
there was no doubt in anyone’s mind that
her spirit was present. She passed less
than a year ago, but her actions helped
make this evening possible.

Sean Gary Blanchard has plans to join Aleppo Shrine next year. He under-
stands clearly, due to his grandmother’s actions, that “Charity extends beyond
the grave, to the boundless realms of eternity.” We’re all looking forward to see
what he can offer for those who come after him. 

And we are ready to follow his lead …
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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their Temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
Temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community

www.massfreemasonry.org

www.massfreemasonry.org
Masonic License Plates

SIGN up for your Masonic License plate! Freemasons with registered
automobiles in Massachusetts are encouraged to demonstrate their
pride for the oldest and finest social fraternity in the world by submit-

ting an application for an official license plate. You may download an appli-
cation at www.massfreemasonry.org. Submit your application and a $40
check payable to MassachusettsDOT
to:

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Attn: Grand Secretary's Office
186 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02111
Once we receive 1500 applications,

the plates will go into production. It is
important, therefore, that you encour-
age other members to submit their applications as well if you are interested
in receiving a plate sooner rather than later. A portion of the proceeds will
go to the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) Committee. A sep-
arate application and check must be sent for each automobile one registers.

Friday the 13th, A Full Moon,
and A Very Special Third Degree
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