
AS hoped for in our last article, things turned
around a bit and parade opportunities for
this year much to our delight. Without

parades, many of us lack for a means to maintain
our sleek, slim, masculine, and virile bodies! Even
though we parade on a float (walking up and down
the stairs to our seats is exercise – or so we tell our-
selves).

So the first order of business was our annual
summer get together. In the past we have been
doing this as a lobster/seafood type of event at var-
ious places and that worked out quite well. This
year we chose to do it more as a open menu choose
your own meal type of event at Angelica's
Restaurant in Middleton. We have been using the
place for our Annual Holiday get togethers for the
past few years and decided to try it for a summer
type meal as well. As with our holiday parties,
Angelica's did not disappoint us. Good food and
good friendship always make for a nice outing and
this occasion was no exception. Turnout was good
as usual and all went well. We expect to return to
the venue for our holiday party in December. 

The next order of business was the Marlboro
Labor Day Parade which we always look forward

to. A few our members have been out this summer
with health matters. That and some alternative
travel plans for others, made out turnout for this
parade a bit more modest than usual. Nonetheless
the turnout was good and our performance was
undeterred. Marlboro always has a large and
enthusiastic crowd and this year was no exception
and that adds to the fun of the day for everyone.

After Marlboro, we participated in the Northeast
Shrine Field Days in Lewiston, Maine. The weather
was great and the parade was fun to do. A bit of dis-
appointment came with the lack of traditional
NESOBA (Northeast Shrine Oriental Band
Association) Oriental Band Competition. In the
past, part of the fun of similar events had been
some friendly competition amongst the Oriental
Bands of the region to “show their stuff.”
Unfortunately many of the bands in the Region
appear to be having some issues which are preclud-
ing their presence at the regional meetings. We are
all hopeful that NESOBA, under the guidance of
our own Noble Ron Henderson, as President, Noble
Eric Holt, as First Vice President (who, in
Lewiston, was sworn in as such), and Noble Jon
Lapomardo, as Secretary/Treasurer, will be able to
address these issues and turn the matter around.
Win or lose, it would be nice to return to the com-
petitive days of the past. We were also a bit disap-
pointed that scheduling for Lewiston, precluded our

ability to participate in the Sharon Parade.
Back from Lewiston, our attention turned to

some parades that had become finalized in the
interim.

With illness still prevailing for some, we nonethe-
less had a good turnout for the Medford Parade
which was a new one for us and one that we looked
forward to doing to see what it was all about. We
found the parade to be a nice one and we are hope-
ful that we added to celebratory mood of the day.

On October 3rd we also participated in the
Everett Homecoming Parade and had a great time
there. With a good turnout of members participat-
ing, the  results were another good performance
which we believe everyone enjoyed. Signs of the
upcoming political year abounded and gave us a
forewarning of the year to come and cause to con-
template the merits of a hereditary form of govern-
ment. Moving along, we also participated in the
Columbus Day Parades in the North End of Boston
and Revere. It is hard to say which was more fun.
Both locations are strong Italian neighborhoods
and both take Columbus Day quite seriously and
that is what makes the parades for the event that
much more enjoyable here. Our performances for
both days was exceptional and the crowd enthusi-
asm added to the fun of the days. Columbus would
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CELEBRATING OUR 64th YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/AleppoOrientalBand
By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

“On the Road Again”


